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THE PARISH FAMILY OF ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, EDGEMEAD
THE ORDINATION OF DEACON EVELYN ABRAHAMS, GOD WILLING, 

TO THE PRIESTHOOD, 29TH JUNE 2019, 11H00
Dear Friends,

As we continue in this Season of Pentecost in the Christian Calendar, may the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit bless you in your journey together as a member of the family of St Michael’s. At this time we await the
ordination of Deacon Evelyn Abrahams, God willing, to the Priesthood. This will be a very special moment in her
and her family’s life, a milestone in her ongoing journey as an ordained minister of our church.

Some thoughts about what it means to be a Priest in the church – there are quite a few differences between the
ministry of a Deacon and that of a Priest. May I share these briefly with you in the hope that this will help us all to
appreciate the new dimensions of Evelyn’s ministry. Some of the key aspects of Priesthood can be seen in the
Ordination Liturgy, in the Prayer Book, pgs. 575 to 592, include, among others, the following:

 Authority to administer the sacraments of the Church – the exception in this regard are the 2 sacraments
or confirmation and Ordination, which are reserved to the Bishop.

 Authority to Bless and Consecrate – blessings take many different forms, including the blessing of the
congregation at services, blessing of water for Holy Baptism, blessing of houses and other items, blessing
people at the Communion rail and in other contexts. Consecration involves the setting aside, through
prayer, for holy use of certain elements – for example, in the consecration of the bread and wine for Holy
Communion, these elements are set aside to become the Body and Blood of Christ.

Please make every effort to attend the 09h00 Eucharist on Sunday 29th June when Evelyn will preside at
the Eucharist for the first time as Priest.

Focus Items for the first half of 2019

 Parish Strategic Plan 2019 –  core ministries identified are:
o The ministry of Praise in our Worship
o Youth and Sunday School ministry
o Home Cell Ministry

We continue to focus on these ministry areas during 2019. At this time, having reached the middle of the
year, we will be examining our Action Plans for each of the focus areas. Feedback in this regard will be
communicated to you.

 Repair and refurbishments of the parish roof gutter system - this project is now underway and we
trust  will  be completed in  a few weeks time – this will  make a big difference in  preventing further
deterioration of the timber supports of the roof edges. Funds to meet this cost were approved at our
Annual Vestry meeting, held earlier this year.

Yours in Christ, 
Revd.David
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